20170204 Daniel 6 Daniel In The Lions' Den Part 2 


DANIEL CHAPTER 6 - DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN PART TWO by Pastor Faber 
McMullen, Union Grove Baptist Church-Whitehall © 2017 - What To Do When 
You're In the Lions' Den 


Last week, we had a wonderful review of 
the Book of Daniel. Today, we begin our 
18th week studying God's man prospering 
in a culture and society that were hostile 
to God and His people. We ended the 
study last week recapping and recounting 
all of the many steps for righteousness 
that Daniel had exhibited in his life. We 
examined carefully WHY exactly it was 
that Daniel ended up in the lions' den. 


This led us to take a closer look at 
ourselves and I posed the question: If you were arrested for being a Christian, would 
there be enough evidence to convict you? We examined three major ways that you could 
be convicted: 1) If you had ever made a public profession of your faith in Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Savior, 2) Whether or not you had taken the first step of obedience in 
submitting to a believer's baptism with incidental evidence such as a baptismal certificate, 
and thirdly and lastly 3) If your life exhibits those good works that God ordained for you 
to do since the beginning of time (Ephesians 2:10.) 


Today, we will look at Daniel's conviction and sentence, and ultimately his deliverance. 
As King Darius' nobles, captains, governors, and co-presidents looked for dirt on Daniel, 
they came up with nothing. In the end the ONLY evidence they could bring against 
Daniel was his prayer three times a day to the God who is: The God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 


Please stand as we read the selected text for today. We are reading from the 6th chapter 
of the Book of Daniel: 


20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The 
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 

21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever! 

22 “My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths and they have not harmed me, 


inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; 
and also toward you, O king, I have committed no 
crime.”! 


Please be seated. Let's remember when we studied the account of the three Hebrew 
young men who were thrown into the fiery furnace for not bowing their knees to the 
statue which Nebuchadnezzer had built. When they were accused of not worshipping the 
statue, they were called to give an account of their crime. They said, "King, we do not 
need to give you an answer concerning this... this conversation is over, and we're not 
going to worship anything or anyone other than the Lord our God." Furthermore they 
said, "Our God is able to deliver us but even if He does not, we will not bow down or 
worship you or your statue." I told you at that time that they were exhibiting what I call 
an "even if" kind of faith. An "even if" faith says, “God, I will trust that you are 
sovereign in my life and even if I go through hardship, trials, and death, I will trust that 
you have my best interests at heart.” Folks, that is the kind of faith that Daniel is showing 
in this chapter. 


Let's continue with our text. 


8 “Now, O king, establish the injunction and 
sign the document so that it may not be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which may not be revoked.” 


9 Therefore King Darius signed the 
document, that is, the injunction. 

10 Now when Daniel knew that the document 
was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof 
chamber he had windows open toward 
Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his 
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been 
doing previously. 


I have a couple of observations here. First why was this injunction permanent and not 
something that could be changed? Well, the Persian kings said they were divine and a 
god can't change his/her mind. This would show the fallibility of the king. So Darius, 
not realizing he is being trapped, signs the documents. He has succumbed to their flattery 
which took advantage of his own ego. 


Also, I was curious why Daniel prayed facing Jerusalem. If we look over in 
1 Kings 8: 46-52, we see the account of Solomon being installed as king. We read the 
prophet Samuel giving instructions in the event that God's people are taken into captivity, 
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"48 and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of their enemies 
who took them captive, and pray to you toward the land you gave their ancestors, toward 
the city you have chosen and the temple I have built for your Name; 49 then from heaven, 
your dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause.” This is 
exactly the situation in which the Jews now find themselves in Babylon. 


Let's read on: 


11 


12 


13 


Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and 
supplication before his God. 

Then they approached and spoke before the king about the king’s injunction, “Did 
you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or man 
besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cast into the lions’ den?” The king 
replied, “The statement is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which may not be revoked.” 

Then they answered and spoke before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles 
from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you 
signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day.” 


If you were arrested for being a So you see church, there is an abundance 


Gin GENA Of Spiritual evidence to convict Daniel of being a 


evidence to convict you? follower of Yahweh. Again, that makes us stop 
and ponder whether we would be convicted today 
of being Christ-Followers. I love the phrase there 
in verse 13, "Daniel who is one of the exiles from 
Judah, pays NO ATTENTION to you, O King, or 
to the injunction which you signed, but keeps 
making his prayers three times a day." 


Question: Don't you think it would do us all some 
good to stop paying attention to what the world 
tells us we need to be doing? Instead of being so 


concerned about the world, we should be going about our business, serving the Lord. 


I read on as the death sentence is carried out. 


16 


17 


“Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast into the lions’ 
den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you constantly serve 
will Himself deliver you.” 

A stone was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it 
with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing 
would be changed in regard to Daniel.” 


Now let's look at what happens next: 


18 


“Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no 


entertainment was brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.” 


You know, at some point even wicked people have a conscience. The king is devastated 
because not only has he heard about this Daniel. He has seen that Daniel is probably the 
most righteous, capable, and holy person that Darius has ever met. 


19 “Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lions’ 
den. 

20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The 
king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 


It's an interesting question because the issue is 
not whether God is "able" to save Daniel, but 
rather whether God has chosen to deliver 
Daniel. And then the sad king who was duped 
into betraying Daniel, hears a voice that lifts 
his spirit. 


21 “Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, 

live forever! 

22 “My God sent His angel and shut the 

lions’ mouths and they have not harmed me, 
inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; and also toward you, O king, I 
have committed no crime.” 

23 Then the king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of 
the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was found 
on him, because he had trusted in his God.”” 


In the next few verses, Darius orders the head henchmen who have tricked him and 
brought the accusations against Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den with their 
wives and their children, and they are immediately eaten by the hungry lions. 


Darius goes on to acknowledge that there is indeed no God like the God of Daniel. I 
read, 


26 “I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and 
tremble before the God of Daniel; 
For He is the living God and enduring forever, 
And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, 
And His dominion will be forever. 
27 “He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders 
In heaven and on earth, 
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Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian.” 


I want to make a few observations. And I don't want to say anything that would take 
away from this beautiful passage and its outcome. You may feel sometimes that you 
are in a lions’ den, but yet you feel like God has abandoned you and does not hear 
your cry. What do you do when you're in the lions’ den? 


1. If life doesn't seem to be working for you, first, repent of anything and 
everything that you might have done to be out of God's will. This means you say, 
"Lord, I've wanted things my own way instead of listening to your heart and your 
will for my life." God, do a work in me. 


2. Secondly, take a look and see if perhaps your own poor decisions have gotten 
you into the circumstances that you're in. If that is so, change those circumstances. 
If you picked a career path that gives poor dividends financially, then change your 
course, get retrained and come at things in a different way (my story is such when in 
my thirties I went back to law school.) Pray for God's direction and follow it. 


3. Thirdly, regardless of how you've ended up in your lions' den, claim God's 
promises to take you through the hardships. As God fulfills His promises you will 
have an increase in your testimonies which give Him all the glory. 


Philippians 4:13 

"I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 
13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength." 


4, Realize you may be in circumstances that are not of your own making. 

Remember when Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, but his suffering ultimately 
led to the salvation of the Jewish people. He told his brothers, "Genesis 50:20, “As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today.” 


3; Believe God's word to be true. Believe that He is working His purposes out in 
your life. Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” These are being 
done to conform you and me ultimately into the image of Christ. - Let us pray. 
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